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Using the FileMaker random Function 


Joe Kroeger 

The Random function is a relatively new addition 
to the set of FileMaker internal functions that are 
available to be utilized in calculations. It takes its 
place alongside such stalwarts as the well-known and 
nearly ubiquitous If function, text operations like 
Left and Middle, as well as math functions like Sine 
and Cosine. Random can be included in any desired 
formula you may be constructing. 

My experience has been that I don’t often run 
across an instance where Random is essential. But it 
sure is nice when I do need it. It can be even more 
handy when its use is better understood. 

The Random function has no associated param¬ 
eters. It generates a random number that lies within 
the range of zero to one, excluding both zero and 
one. Figure 1 is a list view that shows a set of 17 ran¬ 
dom numbers, one for each record. Each number 
was generated by FileMaker when a new record was 
created. You should not be able to detect a pattern in 
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the sequence of the num¬ 
bers. Except, of course, 
that there is no pattern. 

The Random Field 
in Figure 1 is a calcula¬ 
tion that is simply 

Random Field = Random 

The Random function 
lives in the scrolling list at 
the upper-right corner of 
the calculation definition 
dialog box, as shown in 
Figure 2. 

The number generat¬ 
ed by the Random func¬ 
tion seems to be an 18- 
digit value. In Figure 1 
the field is formatted to show 6 digits after the 
decimal point. The number is generated when 
the calculation is evaluated, which, in this case, 
is when the record is created. A slight variation 
of the equation in Figure 1 is to create a new 
field called Num and then add the two fields 
together: 

RandomPlusNumA = Random Field + Num 

With this case, when different values are 
entered in the Num field, the Random Field is 
not re-evaluated. Thus the random value gen¬ 
erated when the record was created remains 
unchanged throughout the life of the record. 
This is a characteristic you may want to take 
advantage of. 

Instead of adding two fields together, we 
can try to add a random number to the con¬ 
tents of the Num field. Like this: 

RandomPlusNumB = Random + Num 

With the random function embedded 
within the equation, a new entry in the Num 
field causes the value in RandomPlusNumB to 
take a new value. In fact, even the same value 
pasted into Num causes a new random num¬ 


ber to be generated. 

If you want to cause a series of random 
numbers to be generasted within one record, 
something like this is the way to do it. For 
scripting there is no Paste Random script step, 
but a combination like this equation provides 
effectively the same operation since a script can 
paste into Num. 

Throw the Dice 

Would you like to make a FileMaker record 
than simulates rolling a pair of dice? We can 
use what we have learned so far to do so. These 
three fields make a starting point: 

Num (a numeric field} 

Randl = Random + Num {numeric result} 

Rand2 = Random + Num {numeric result} 

We’ll use variations of Randl as the base 
for one die and Rand2 for the other. Since 
there are two Random functions, each number 
will be random independently. 

We know that Randl and Rand2 result in 
random numbers but we also know that they 
will not be values that correspond to the inte¬ 
gers on the faces of a die. The problem thus 
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becomes how to map the random values gener¬ 
ated by Randl and Rand2 into integer num¬ 
bers from 1 to 6. We know the minimum and 
maximum values that Random generates: 0 
and 1. We want to spread that range into a 
spectrum from 1 to 6, and we want to coallesce 
the values into discrete integers. If an offset is 
added to the random number we can establish 
the floor for the result. And if we multiply by a 
constant we can establish the spread for the 
result. How about this: 

Facel = ((Random + Num) * 6) + 1) 

Face2 = ((Random + Num) * 6) + 1) 

This gets us close, but now we need to 
round the result to get only integer values. Try 
it this way: 

Facel Round = 

Round (((Random + Num) * 6) + 1), 0) 
Face2Round = 

Round (((Random + Num) * 6) + 1), 0) 

The zero parameter specifies that round 
take place to zero decimal places. Instead of 
rounding, we could also just extract the integer 
value itself. 


Facel Int = Int ((Random + Num) * 6) + 1) 

| 

Face2lnt = Int ((Random + Num) * 6) + 1) 

Not bad so far. At the low end of the ran- 
| dom values we have a minimum of just over 1, 

right where we want to be. 

But there is a problem at the upper end of 
the range. When the random value is near the 
top — say .96 — and we multiply it by 6 and 
then add 1 we end up with 6.76 which rounds 
to 7. (Whileyou might like to have a die with 
seven spots, any friend you are playing with 
might well look askance.) 

Note that the Facelnt variation handles the 
high-end values just fine. But I am concerned 
about the effect on randomness that Int might 
involve. 

Closer examination of the FaceRound 
calculation shows that we need to make allow¬ 
ance for the rounding operation. Knowing that 
rounding will take place, we can plan ahead 
and make the offset value a better fit. 

RoundFacel = 

Round (((Random + Num) * 6) + 0.5), 0) 
Face2Round = 

Round (((Random + Num) * 6) + 0.5), 0) 
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In BRTimes 

Before the Random function became available, 
it was possible to build a psuedo-random num¬ 
ber by just pasting in the current time and 
extracting a couple of digits. The Figure to the 
left shows a way. Time is derived by FileMaker 
from the system clock in the computer. The 
Time field in the figure is formatted to show 
just seconds and the calculation in TimeDigits 
pulls out the last two digits. The actual value 
will depend on just when you happen to hit the 
keys to insert the time, or otherwise cause it to 
be entered, like a script. The second Figure 
shows such a script. 
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This combination works 
quite nicely. Figure 3 shows it 
operating. “Roll” is a button 
that executes a simple script 
that pastes 0 into the Num 
field. Randl and Rand2 show 
the random numbers generat¬ 
ed when the “Roll” button is 
clicked (and the enter key is 
pressed). Facel and Face2 
show the results when the 
random number is multiplied 
by 6 and has 0.5 added. 

FacelRound and Face2Round show the values 
from Facel and Face2 rounded to integers. 

I made two summary layouts to see the 
proportions of each integer that were generated. 

I created 200 records (record count in Figure 
3), sorted them by the Face value, and let a 
subsummary field count how many of each got 
created. Are the quantities in line with the nor¬ 
mal distribution to be expected from truly 
random numbers? I don’t really know. Perhaps 
200 records is not a sufficient number to make 
such a judgement. I would guess that it looks 
pretty reasonable on the face of it. 

As a potential enhancement to this exam¬ 
ple it might be nice, in some cases, to use the 
Face 1 Round and Face2Round values to key a 
lookup of graphics of one of the six faces of a 
die into a picture field. 

| 

Another Example 

Now that we have learned some random 
techniques (!), perhaps a more practical exam- I 
pie will be useful. 1 

“Help! I have just been assigned the 
task of integrating a bunch of old capital pay¬ 
out database records from a subsidiary compa- f 
ny into the new parent organization’s order 
scheme. I’ve managed to import the old records 
into a clone of the same FileMaker database 
that the parent uses. 

“The difficulty is that the old records, for 


Figure 3 
Figure 4 
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convenience, recorded all transactions as oc- 
curing on the first day of each month. The 
parent records, on the other hand, are record¬ 
ed on the same day that the check is written 
and are thus distributed throughout the month. 
This makes the regular reports and charts de¬ 
rived from the database look strange since each 
of the historical months show a big spike of 

Figure 5 


TransDate = {date result} 
OldTransDate - (Random * 30) 

Note (Figure 5) that date 
calculations, being limited to 
whole days, automatically 
provide the rounding need¬ 
ed. Further, we need not 
worry about the exact num¬ 
ber of days in the previous 
month since a date calcula¬ 
tion that subtracts too many 
days will simply move the 
new date into the second 
prior month. 

A possible difficulty, 
depending on how the new 
dates will be used, is that 
some of the them will fall on 
weekends. A more complex 
calculation would be re¬ 
quired to eliminate such days. 
(The solution is left as an 
exercise for the reader!) 
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expenditures at the beginning of each month. 
How can I fix this?” 

X Let’s try to do it using the Random 
function (good guess!). Our goal is to distrib¬ 
ute transactions from the first day of a month 
across all the days of the previous month. This 
simple calculation actually works: 


Reminder 

If you are interested in FileMaker templates, 
documents, and accessory products, be sure to 
ask for a catalog from The FileMaker Annex. 
Call them at Watertechnics at 408-761-3987 to 
get a copy or fax them at 408-761-5468. 

Among the catalog items are a few from the 


newsletter. One is an Application Note (for $12 
+ $4 S/H) that shows how to print one-up 
peel-offlabels on an ImageWriter II from Mac 
FileMaker. Its 12 pages are full of tips that help 
the process flow smoothly and efficiently. Or¬ 
der it from the Annex or directly from the 
newsletter office. 
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Converting Integer Fractions to Decimal Fractions 


By David Ferrier 


jMyjob as Data Processing Manager for a 
technical book publisher supplies me with a 
stream of interesting problems to solve. File¬ 
Maker is a great tool that I use to create many 
solutions. One way we use FileMaker is to in¬ 
put and store part number cross-references 
and dimensional data for bearings, seals, drive 
belts & other power transmission parts. 

One day we needed to input dimensions 
for bearing pillow blocks from various manu¬ 
facturers. Some manufacturers publish their 
dimensions in decimal form, while others use 
conventional fractions. We store all such di¬ 
mensions using decimal fractions, so a transla¬ 
tion was necessary. I could not locate a solution 
in various sources of FileMaker information 
(including this newsletter) so I decided to tackle 
the task on my own. 

I set up Dimln as the field containing an 
incoming dimension and DimDec as the con¬ 
verted value in decimal form. Dimln can con¬ 
tain decimal fractions or integer fractions with 
a slash character (/) separating the numerator 
and the denominator. 

I then wrote a brute-force conversion cal¬ 
culation. It is shown in all its gory in Figure 1. 
There are other ways to build a formula like 
this one, but it was my first cut and after a little 
debugging it worked. Note that each potential 
fractional value is detected one-at-a-time and 
then a decimal equivalent is used to replace it. 
Redundant fractions are not detected — it is 
not necessary to decode 6/16 since 3/8 covers 
the value and 6/16 does not appear in our data¬ 
base. In order to keep many of the phrases 
within the calculation the same, I detected only 
the first denominator digit of 16th fractions. 

This calculation covers fractions with a 
resolution down to l/16th. It worked fine until 


I realized that one manufacturer was using 
32nds. I augmented the calculation and came 
up with one that turned out to be a little more 
than twice as long. In the midst of debugging it, 
I thought it might be worthwhile to look ahead 
at other manufacturers. Sure enough, the very 
next manufacturer used 64ths. This was getting 
way out of hand — I needed a better way. 

The following formula takes a different 
approach and does a more basic job of con¬ 
verting fractions. It first checks for the slash “/” 
and if it doesn’t find one assumes there is no 
fractional part and uses the whole number in 
Dimln untranslated. If it does find a slash, it 
isolates the numerator and the denominator 
and actually performs a division operation with 
them rather than the substitution as in Figure 1. 

DimDec = {numeric result} 

If (Position (Dimln, 7", 1) = 0, Dimln, 

Left (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1) / 

Right (Dimln, Length (Dimln) - 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1))) 

This works fine for all simple fractions and 
when there are no extra spaces. The problem is 
when there is a mixed number the results are 
unpredictable. This next formula fixes this 
problem as long as the numbers are entered 
with a dash between them, as in 3-3/4. The 
calculation determines the number of digits 
between the dash and the slash and uses that 
for the numerator. 

DimDec = {numeric result} 

If (Position (Dimln, 7", 1) = 0, Dimln, 

If (Position (Dimln, 7", 1)- 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) <3, 

Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1,1) / 
Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,1) +1,2), 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,1) -2,2) / 
Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +1,2))) + 
Left (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1) 
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Figure 1 

DimDec = If (Position (Dimln, 7", 1) = 0, Dimln, If (Middle 
(Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1,3) = "1/2", Left (Dimln, 

Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -3) & ".5000" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1,3) = "1/4", Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & ".2500" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1,3) = "3/8", Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & ".3750" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1,3) = "5/8", Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -3) & ".6250" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln,"/", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -1,3) = "3/4", Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & ".7500" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -1,3) = "9/1", Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & ”.5625" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +3, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3)), If 
(Middle (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -1,3) = "7/8",Left (Dimln,- 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & ".8750" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln,"/", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -1,3) = "1/8",Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & ".1250" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +2, Length (Dimln - Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +2)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -1,3) = "7/1", Left (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -3) & ".4375" & Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +3, Length (Dimln-Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3)), If 
(Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -2,4) = "11/1", Left 
(Dimln, Position (Dimln,7", 1) -4) & ".6875" & Middle (Dimln, 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3, Length (Dimln-Position (Dimln,1) 
+3)), If (Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -2,4) = "13/1", 

Left (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -4) & ".8125" & Middle 
(Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +3,Length (Dimln-Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) +3)), If (Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -2, 

4) = "15/1", Left (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -4) & ".9375" & 
Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +3,Length (Dimln- 
Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3)), If (Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 

7", 1) -1,4) = "1/16", Left (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -3) & 
".0625" & Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +3, Length 
(Dimln-Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +3)), If (Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln, 7", 1) -1,4) = "3/16", Left (Dimln, Position (Dimln,"/", 1) 
-3) & ".1875" & Middle (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +3,Length 
(Dimln-Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3)), If (Middle (Dimln, Position 
(Dimln,"/", 1) -1,4) = "5/16",Left (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) 
-3) & ".3125" & Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3, Length 
(Dimln-Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +3)), "none")))))))))))))))) 


I wanted to store the decimals to four place 
precision, so I included the Round function in 
my formula. 

DimDec = {numeric result} 

If (Position (Dimln,"/", 1) = 0, Dimln, 

If (Position (Dimln,"/", 1)- 
Position (Dimln,"-", 1) <3, 

Round (Middle (Dimln, 

Position (Dimln,"/", 1) -1,1)/ 

Middle (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +1,2),4), 
Round (Middle (Dimln, 

Position (Dimln, 7", 1) -2, 2)1 

Middle (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"/", 1) +1,2),4))) + 

Left (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"-", 1) -1) 

The last problem I encountered was that 
some manufacturers use metric notation for 
their dimensions. I instructed our data entry 
people that if they encounter centimeters they 
should enter them followed by an “M”. My 
formula now first scans the entry for an “M” 
and if found multiplies the number by .03937 
for the decimal equivalent. 

DimDec = {numeric result} 

If (Position (Dimln, "M", 1) >0, 

Round (Left (Dimln, 

Position (Dimln, "M", 1) -1) * .03937,4), 

If (Position (Dimln, 7", 1) = 0, Dimln, 

If (Position (Dimln,"/", 1)- 
Position (Dimln,"-", 1) <3, 

Round (Middle (Dimln, 

Position (Dimln,"/", 1)-1,1) / 

Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, 7", 1) +1,2), 4), 
Round (Middle (Dimln, 

Position (Dimln, 7", 1)-2,2)/ 

Middle (Dimln, Position (Dimln, '7", 1 )+1,2), 

4)))) + Left (Dimln,Position (Dimln,"-", 1) -1) 

-V- 

David Ferrier is a regular FileMaker 
user and works at Interchange, Inc. 
in Saint Louis Park, MN 55416. 
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FileMaker Tips, Techniques, & Notes 


By Joe Kroeger 
Show Clipboard 

FileMaker does not have a command that 
allows us to view the clipboard. This is unusual 
in a mainstream Macintosh application. Grant¬ 
ed, the need to do so does not arise often, but 
when it does it can be important to see what is 
currently on the clipboard. Sometimes, for 
example, it is nice when debugging scripts. 

An easy way around the missing command 
in FileMaker (for Mac users) is to make an alias 
of the clipboard and put the alias in the 
Apple Menu Items folder inside the System 
folder. The alias will then be available in the 
Apple Menu from within FileMaker. When 
selected, the alias will open the clipboard, 
allowing the user to size and place the clip¬ 
board window as desired. Once open, it can 
be left on the screen for viewing. You will 
usually need to make the clipboard window 
active (click in it) to see the result of the 
latest Copy or Cut command. 

I had thought that I might be able to 
write a FileMaker script that would open the 
clipboard when a button was clicked. But so 
far I have not been able in System 7.1 to 
make it work. In System 7.5, however, it 
does seem to act as desired and is straight¬ 
forward to accomplish. Figure 1 shows the 
FileMaker script and Figure 2 shows the 
structure of the AppleEvent that is generated 
by the script. I assigned the script to a button 
that can be placed anywhere on a layout and 
exercised when needed. But note that some¬ 
times the System refuses to open the clipboard, 
claiming, strangely, that there is “not enough 
memory” to do so. You can try in Figure 2 to 
select the option to “bring the application to 
the front” and that may work. The Apple 
Menu alias works well. 


"OpenClip " 
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"The dog ate my homework!" 

A FileMaker user was in the midst of exe¬ 
cuting a Recover on a large file. The friendly 
household dog picked that time to sit on the 
on/off switch on the power cord surge suppres¬ 
sor, causing the computer to uncerimoniously 
turn off. Ouch! A subsequent Recover, after 
the dog was tied up, rescued the file. (I have it 
on good authority that this is not an apochry- 
phal story — it really happened.) 


Figure 2 
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Find More, Find Fewer 

It would be nice if FileMaker had Find 
More and Find Fewer commands. Instead, it 
assumes that after a Find you can just do a 
Refind, modify the Find request and execute a 
revised Find to capture the desired found set. 
But after a complex Find and when a modified 
Find might take another long time, it would be 
convenient instead to add-to or subtract-from 
the already found set. 

Besides, the exact parameters of the Find 
are not always clear. It maybe that you need to 
check on what was found the first time or visu¬ 
ally inspect some records in order to know how 
to proceed. 

The initial Find might have resulted in a 
found set larger than you wanted or smaller. A 
Find More command would let you set up a 
different Find request that would combine 
more records with the previously found set. 
Find Fewer would remove records from the 
found set. (A Refind in this environment, 
however, could be awkward and may be one 
reason these commands have not been imple¬ 
mented.) 

Meanwhile, what can we do in the absence 
of such commands? If you want to make the 
currently found set smaller, you can page 
through the records and Omit some manually 
as you go. Or you can Sort on a field of inter¬ 
est, locate a subset of records you don’t want, 
Omit a sub-group, Sort on another field and 
Omit again, and so forth. Omitting like this 
can often be more efficient when viewing 
records in a fist instead of one at a time. 

If you want to make the currently found set 
larger, first execute Find Omitted (from the 
Select menu), then perform the same kinds 
and sorting and omitting as above. (Remember 
that in this case when you Omit, you are really 
adding records to the eventual found set.) 
Finally, do another Find Omitted to return to 
the found set, now augmented with additional 
records. 


Nomenclature 

When several Newtons are tied together so 
they can communicate back and forth, shall we 
call it a Newtwork? 

Technical FileMaker Database 

Claris maintains a Techlnfo database (in 
FileMaker, of course) with lots of technical tips 
and solutions about all their products includ¬ 
ing many FileMaker entries. On America On¬ 
line, eWorld, CompuServe, and AppleLink it 
can be accessed (though it goes under different 
names) for specific topics. It is available for 
searching and reading on-line. It is not avail¬ 
able for downloading, as near as I can tell—too 
big to download anyway. It appears that mem¬ 
bers of the Claris Solutions Alliance have access 
via CD-ROM to an actual file of the whole 
database. 

There are lots of FileMaker tips in the data¬ 
base and you may locate answers for problems 
you may be having. There are operating sug¬ 
gestions as well as design tips. The entries seem 
to be straightforward about bugs and work¬ 
arounds. On-line, you’ll usually spot the info 
file at the top level of the Claris section. Just 
open it and do a search for the subjects of in¬ 
terest. In a recent version I spotted 400 entries 
labeled for FileMaker Pro 2, a subset of 689 
entries about FileMaker Pro. 

Previewing the Current Record 
(From the Claris Techlnfo database) 

You are in browse mode looking at the 
tenth record of a found set. You go into Pre¬ 
view mode to check the finished product, and, 
voila, you’re previewing the first record of the 
set. This can be an irritating detour, and even 
more irritating if you Preview frequently. How¬ 
ever, you can easily set up a preview button 
which will let you Preview the current record 
regardless of its position in the set. The script 
should include the following four steps: 


The FileMaker Report • ©1994 Elk Horn Publishing • Issue 62 • Page 9 




Find All 
Omit 

Find Omitted 
Preview 

The current record is still the current 
record after a Find All command; it is then 
omitted and refound, so that when you go into 
Preview mode it is the only record remaining 
in the found set. 

Unfortunately, you lose the found set dur¬ 
ing this process. If you want to keep the found 
set and the records are each a full page, you 
have the alternative of noting which record it is 
prior to entering Preview mode and then using 
the paging book to locate that record. But if 
your records are less than a full page, you are 
stuck with either scrolling through to look for 
it or refinding the set after previewing the cur¬ 
rent record. 

Screen sizes 

Below is a handy table published by Claris 
in the Techlnfo database. It shows the dimen¬ 
sions in pixels of various screens. You can use 
these pixel dimensions to design layouts that 
are to be used with different size screens than 


click on the little 
box at the junc¬ 
tion of the two 
rulers to change 
the ruled units 
(from inches to 
centimeters to 
pixels). When it 
says “px” as in 
Figure 3, it is 
measuring in 
pixels. You can 



Main 


o 


Li'JO'jt 


adjust the win- Figure 3 

dow on the rulers to the desired size 


from the table, or you can draw a poHUifs 

box on-screen and size it with the ||™-; — 
two bottom dimensions in the size i jTj 

box (Figure 4) to just the pixel ! M _ 

count you want. ! uki — 

|pr 

Reminder {*•*•* I— 

We’ve lately gotten even more 
inquiries than usual about subscription expira¬ 
tion dates. Some of this may be because we 
added issues to subscriptions when the price 
went down. But a lot of it is because some.sub¬ 


30 px 

31 px 
582 px 
374 px 

552 px 
345 px 

Figure 4 


your own. Other screens than those in the table 
(like 17-inch and 20-inch) are, of course, big¬ 
ger but also represent a smaller number of 
users. Besides, we don’t often use the whole 
screen at those larger sizes. 

To take advantage of the table, make use of 
an oft-forgotten feature of the FileMaker ruler 
and size box: the ability to measure in pixels. 
Figure 3 shows the upper-left corner of the 
rulers. Just make the rulers active and then 


scribers have forgotten that we put subscrip¬ 
tion information right on the mail labels. 

Each label shows, in the upper right-hand 
corner, the numbers of the first and last issues 
of your subscription. We’ve add a reminder 
about this to the overhead information on the 
back page. 

In addition to the label information, we 
include renewal notices with the last two issues 
of your subscription. If someone else opens 
your mail you may not have 
been seeing either the label or 
the renewal form. Now that 
many issues (in the US) will be 
mailed without an envelope, it 
will be easier to see the label 
since it will be on the issue. 


Classic, SE, Plus 
PB 165c, 180c, 230c 
PB (all others) 
Apple 12" color 
| Apple 13" color 


Status Bar Showing 
424 x 285 pixels 
552 x 343 pixels 
552 x 343 pixels 
424 x 327 pixels 
552 x 423 pixels 


Status Bar Hidden 
493 x 285 pixels 
621 x 343 pixels 
621 x 343 pixels 
492 x 327 pixels 
621 x423 pixels 
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Part Label Actions 

At the lower-left side of each layout part 
there is a label indicating the part name. Some 
part names are long and/or some part sizes are 
small so that it is easy for the part label to cover 
or partially cover a layout object. In Figure 5 
the Body part partially covers the Record field. 

To help view all portions of the layout, 
FileMaker provides a part label toggle switch 
located along the bottom border of the window 
when in Layout mode. It is located just to the 
right of the toggle switch that shows/hides the 
tool bar (Figure 5). This switch changes the 
orientation of the labels between horizontal 
and vertical. In the vertical position (Figure 6) 
the layout is shifted a little to the right and the 
labels don’t cover anything (except possibly 
each other). 

In the horizontal position, a part is easy to 
grab when you want to change its size. Just 
click and hold on the part label, then drag up 
or down. The label even provides feedback by 
darkening. See Figure 7. There is no way I know 
to use the mouse to make a single horizontal 
label swing up temporarily. 

Vertical part labels don’t hide layout items 
but sometimes do cover other part labels as in 
Figure 6. To read an obscured label simply 
click and hold on the label — it will then swing 
down to a horizontal position where it is easy 
to read. See Figure 8. Such a label cannot be 
dragged to change a part size. 

In the vertical position, a part label is no 
longer usable for changing the size of a part. 
Instead, you need to click and hold on the 
horizontal part line at the bottom of the part. 
Figure 9 shows a part line that has been grabbed 
with the mouse and dragged down a little. This 
is a more delicate action and not as easy as 
dragging a horizontal part label. 

"•"At* 
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Destination 

10 issues 

USA 

$49 

Canada & Mexico 

$53 

Other Locations 

$67 

FileMaker Version History 

Version 

Release Date 

FileMaker Pro 2.1 v3 

July 1994 

FileMaker Pro 2.1 v2 

February 1994 

FileMaker Pro 2.1 vl 

August 1993 

FileMaker Pro 2.0 v4 

April 1993 

FileMaker Pro 2.0 v3 

February 1993 

FileMaker Pro 2.0 v2 

November 1992 

FileMaker Pro 2.0 vl 

October 1992 

FileMaker Pro 1.0 v3 

March 1992 

FileMaker Pro 1.0 vl 

October 1990 

FileMaker 4 & FileMaker II 

July-October 1988 

FileMaker Plus 

August 1986 

FileMaker 1.0 

May 1985 


(Minor revisions before FileMaker Pro are not listed. Some 
minor changes are released to address only a specific usage.) 

About Claris 

Claris Corporation publishes the FileMaker program. The 
generic address for Claris is: 

Claris Corporation 
PO Box 58168 
Santa Clara, CA 95052 

Add these mail stops to the generic address as appropriate. 

Customer Assistance: M/S C-11 
Technical Assistance: M/S C-12 
Software Registration: M/S C-71 
The general Claris phone number is 408-987-7000. 

Claris Customer Assistance is 800-325-2747. 

Claris Support recorded help line is 800-735-7393. 

Claris Support Fax line is 800-800-8954. 

Claris BBS is 408-987-7421 (settings 8/N/1). 

Claris Technical Assistance (Mac) is 408-727-9054. 

Claris Technical Assistance (Windows) is 408-727-9004. 
Technical Assistance hours (Pacific Time) are 6 am to 
6 pm Monday - Thursday and 6 am to 2 pm Friday. 
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